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Abstract 
Over the last two decades, two new trajectories have taken hold in criminology - 
the study of masculinity and crime, after a century of neglect, and the 
geography of crime. This article brings both those fields together to analyse the 
impact of globalisation in the resources sector on frontier cultures of violence. 
This paper approaches this issue through a case study of frontier masculinities 
and violence in communities at the forefront of generating resource extraction 
for global economies. This paper argues that the high rates of violence among 
men living in work camps in these socio-spatial contexts cannot simply be 
understood as individualised expressions of psycho-pathological deficit or social 
disorganisation. Explanations for these patterns of violence must also consider a 
number of key subterranean convergences between globalising processes and 
the social dynamics of male-on-male violence in such settings. 
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Introduction: De-essentialising the Maleness of Violence  
Before explaining how the socio-cultural context of communities experiencing rapid 
expansion due the global resources boom impacts on male-on-male violence, it is 
necessary to outline our conceptual approach to the issue. While influenced by a 
range of criminological, sociological and feminist theories, most significantly our 
conceptual approach departs from the theoretical tendency to essentialise the 
maleness of violence. 
Men are and continue to be overwhelming responsible for most instances of 
violence (Archer 1994). Yet explanations for the ‘maleness’ of violence remain 
highly contentious. The contention essentially revolves around three explanations: 
biological accounts which stress the importance of ‘dangerous masculinity’ as an 
explanation of criminality; sociological accounts which stress how the organisation 
of social life cultivates violence among men; and feminist accounts which stress the 
significance of hyper-masculinity as a predictor of male violence.  
Violence committed by men is a major cause of human suffering and injury 
(Gilburt in Archer 1994:352). Yet for the most part traditional criminology has 
either failed to notice the overwhelming maleness of violence, or tended to 
naturalise male violence as normal, pre-social or something to which men are 
somehow drawn by nature (Tomsen 2007: 94). Few contemporary criminological 
studies – even those which claim to be sociological – extend their analysis beyond 
biological sex. Cohen and Harvey’s analysis of sex and gender in criminological 
literature found that only one article out of 137 published during 2003-04 used a 
non-biological measure of gender (Cohen and Harvey 2006: 225). Criminological 
explanations for the sex differences in crime rates universally conclude that young 
men are more violent, commit more crime and come into contact with the criminal 
justice system more often (Gottfredson and Hirschi 1990: 144). The stress on 
atypical physicality and personality, genetics and biology in these accounts leads to 
conceptualisations of male violence as ‘presocial’ behaviour linked to ‘dangerous’ 
cohorts of men from certain class, family and social backgrounds (Tomsen 2007: 
94). Such an over-arching negative conception of masculinity as ‘dangerous’ is not 
only misleading (see Connell 2000; Jefferson 1997; Messerschmidt 1993), but also 
leads to a number of methodological and conceptual difficulties (Collier 1998: 177). 
Most significantly such an approach essentialises male violence and fails to take 
into account the diversity of cross-cultural, geo-spatial and trans-historical 
variations in masculinity (see Collier 1998: 6-33).  
Frustrated by criminology’s failure to provide an adequate explanation for the 
preponderance of males who commit crimes, especially violent crimes, some have 
turned to feminism for inspiration (Messerschmidt 1997: 2). Feminists have 
identified the greatest flaw of criminology as its failure to theorise the relation 
between gender and crime (Allen 1989; Smart 1989, 1976: 178). Feminist 
criminologists have done much to correct this flaw by placing the masculinity of 
violence on the criminological agenda (Bessant and Cook 1996; Howe 2008; 
Stanko 1990; Waldby 1985). Understandably, the focus of much feminist research 
has concentrated on women as victims of domestic and sexual violence, where the 
perpetrators are mostly male (Carmody and Carrington 2000; Walklate 2008). This 
has led in some instances to the universalisation of men as violent and women as 
passive (i.e. Mackinnon 1987) and to overlooking intra-sex dissimilarities and the 
inter-sex similarities in patterns of violence in favour of a singular unifying (and 
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largely negative) conception of masculinity (Collier 1998: 177; Messerschmidt 
2007; Segal 2007: 219; Tomsen 200: 283). The trans-cultural and geo-spatial 
variations in patterns of masculinity and violence have attracted little attention. 
More recent, and largely feminist inspired, approaches to studying masculinity 
have explored how violence relates to different types of masculinity including 
protest masculinity; monologic and dialogic masculinities; threatened and queer 
masculinities; racial and ethnic minority masculinities; and rural masculinities 
(Carrington and Scott 2008; Cohen and Harvey 2006; Collier, 1998; Gadd and 
Jefferson 2007; Jefferson 1996; Messerschmidt 2007; Tomsen 2008). This 
approach broadly underpins the theoretical scaffolding of our research interest in 
male-on-male violence associated with men accommodated in work camps in 
remote socio-cultural locations. Our theoretical approach is also guided by 
skepticism about taken-for-granted universalising assumptions underpinning much 
criminological research. In grappling with the particularity of how socio-spatial 
dynamics drive and shape male-on-male violence in particular socio-geographic 
locations, we aim to dislodge theoretical understandings of violence from their 
universalistic construction as expressions of pathology linked to an innate feature 
of masculinity. 
 
The Socio-Spatial Context of Male Violence in Resource Boom Communities  
Over recent decades, global increases in demand for energy resources have led to 
the rapid development and expansion of industries associated with mining and 
resource extraction (Petkova et al. 2009: 211). Demand for workers has also 
resulted in the growth of ‘fly-in/fly-out’ (FIFO), ‘drive-in/drive-out’ (DIDO) and 
‘bus-in/bus-out’ (BIBO), collectively referred to as non-resident workers. These 
workers reside in densely populated work camps in regional or remote Australia 
purpose built to house a non-resident workforce to supply labour for global 
resource extraction industries. Alcohol-fuelled male-on-male violence is often 
associated with this form of ‘work camp’. Our research into violence is set against 
the backdrop of rapid expansion in the globalised resource extraction industry 
sector.  
The project was driven by the discovery in our analysis of available national 
data sets of higher rates of violence, debilitating injuries, motor vehicle accidents 
and suicide in regional and remote Australia, in comparison with metropolitan areas 
(see Figure 1). This analysis also informed our selection of study locations. The 
research team, comprising the three authors, conducted a number of community 
studies in Australia’s three largest states - Western Australia, New South Wales and 
Queensland - as part of a larger project on violence in rural communities. A 
common feature across these locations was that they had experienced rapid 
community and economic growth due to the expansion of the resources sector, 
leading to demographic redefinition. Communities in these locations are dependent 
upon and support resource industries in a variety of ways. Non-resident workers 
can be comparatively few in number or, alternatively, they can represent the 
majority population of area location. While there is a common conception that non-
resident workers are predominantly employed in mining operations, they also 
perform jobs related to construction, maintenance, transport (see Photo 1) and 
processing.  
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Table 1: Selected Census statistics – Pembleton and Australia, 2001 and 2006 
 
2006 Census Descriptor (unless otherwise stated) Pembleton  Australia  
For persons more than 15 years of age:   
Enumerated in mining industry  20.8%   1.9% 
Enumerated in mining industry Census 2001  14.9%   0.9% 
Enumerated increase in mining industry 2001-2006 44.6% 42.4% 
Labour force participation 72.0% 60.4% 
Unemployment   2.2%   5.2% 
Employment to population 70.4% 57.2% 
 
Income (when stated):   
$1,000 or more per week – total 48.5% 19.7% 
$1,000 or more per week – males 72.2% 27.7% 
$2,000 or more per week – total 15.6%   3.8% 
$2,000 or more per week – males  26.7%   6.2% 
Income not stated – total  17.0%   8.9% 
Income not stated – males  19.2%   9.4% 
Visitors  76.4% 95.1% 
 
Males per 100 females ERP 
 
121 
 
99 
For all persons:   
Median age 31 37 
 
Lived at same address 1 year ago 
 
52.9% 
 
78.3% 
Lived at different address 1 year ago 47.1% 21.7% 
Lived at same address 5 years ago 26.4% 57.7% 
Lived at different address 5 years ago 73.6% 42.3% 
Population change 2001-2006   5.7%   4.7% 
Sources: ABS 2002, 2007, 2008c 
In resource boom towns, labour force participation rates are usually high, as 
exemplified by the 72% participation rate for Pembleton in the 2006 Census in 
comparison with 60% for Australia. Unemployment rates in 2006 (2.2% and 5.2%, 
respectively, for Pembleton and Australia) also reflected the robust nature of local 
industries and job opportunities. High rates of employment to population (70% for 
Pembleton; 57% Australia-wide) would be even higher if data for non-resident 
workers were included. These rates are also influenced by demographic 
characteristics skewed from the norm, including factors such as the comparatively 
low median age of 31 years for the Pembleton, six years lower than the national 
median age of 37 years (Table 1).  
The tight labour situation for resource industry employers in remote areas has 
been accompanied by elevated incomes. For example, almost half (49%) the 
resident workforce in Pembleton stated that they earned at least $1,000 per week 
compared with a national total of 20% (Table 1). The gap was more exaggerated 
for persons earning $2,000 or more per week with 16% and 4%, respectively, for 
Pembleton and Australia having stated incomes in this bracketvi. Not surprisingly, in 
Pembleton a greater proportion of males than females received high incomes 
compared with elsewhere in Australia.  
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Partly because of the global resources boom and thirst for energy sources, many 
of the residents of resource towns are comparatively new arrivals. Census results 
show that, in 2006, many persons had moved to Pembleton within the previous five 
years. In fact, only about half (53%) had lived at the same address one year 
previously and only 27% at the time of the 2001 Census. Elsewhere in Australia, 
79% of persons had lived at the same address for at least 12 months and 58% 
were resident at their 2006 Census night address for more than five years (Table 
1). The population instability and mobility that characterises Pembleton and other 
resource boom towns is correlated with the activities of global mining companies. 
Greater proportions of young women leave these towns than young men. Their 
departure serves to further entrench a rough hyper-masculine culture ‘and many of 
its negative, perhaps destructive, features such as heavy drinking and violence’ 
(Barclay, Hogg and Scott 2007: 101). 
Despite increasing levels of females employed in many resource industry roles, 
the nature of industry employment traditionally has a strong male bias. 
Consequently, the male to female ratio in Pembleton is out of kilter with the 
Australian norm. ABS 2006 census point-in-time data indicated six men for every 
five women. During peak shutdown and construction periods, the imbalance 
becomes more amplified, further influencing the often expressed view that 
Pemberton is a ‘very blokey place’. This peculiar socio-demographic feature also 
impacts significantly on the local hierarchy of status among men, a theme we 
return to later. 
Not surprisingly the patterns of life peculiar to those who live in camps do not fit 
well with idealised patterns of life in rural Australia where residents lead more 
modest lifestyles and have more time for family life and community building, 
reflected in rates of social capital, volunteering and church attendance. Non-
resident workers are not regulated by the informal social controls that traditionally 
characterise the architecture of rural life (Hogg and Carrington 2006). Hence their 
existence fundamentally challenges the idealised notions of imagined rural identity. 
This has manifold implications for the social organisation of everyday life in the 
town and the region. For instance, the 12-hour shifts and irregular rosters inhibit 
participation in many community and family activities. This aspect was resented by 
several of our local informants and, as one informant, a prominent public figure, 
remarked: 
Because there is such a large proportion of fly-in-fly-outs… they don’t give 
a rat’s arse about the community one way or the other. So whatever they 
do, whatever impact they have on the community has absolutely no 
bearing to them because they have no concern for the community 
whatsoever. 
The impact on the local economy and housing market has also been dramatic 
resulting in acute housing shortages, reduction in housing affordability and 
concomitant increases in property values and rent. Recent competition for newly 
released Council-owned land was so acute that land sales were by ballot 
application. The scarcity and cost of housing accommodation in Pemberton itself 
can place pressure on personal relationships because subsidised accommodation for 
resident employees is generally linked with male salary packages. Because 
alternative affordable accommodation is usually not available, it becomes 
extremely difficult for his dependents to leave violent relationships and remain in 
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the community. In this article we have narrowed our focus to male-on-male 
violence but acknowledge that sexual and domestic violence in resource boom 
communities can be a related problem.  
 
Booze, Blokes and Brawls: Pub(lic) Masculinity on the Frontier 
Rural masculinities are traditionally constructed and reinforced in public spaces and 
in the eyes of other men. The use of violence is one of the recognised ways 
masculinities are tested and proven (Kimmel and Ferber 2006). Outside the 
workplace, the pub is one of the central social institutions for the negotiation of 
status and the performance, construction and evaluation of masculinity (Campbell 
2006: 88). At the pub, men’s work and drinking performances are heavily 
scrutinised and open to constant evaluation (Campbell 2006: 97). Different groups 
of men are hierarchically situated according to a range of socially and culturally 
variable measures and engage in what Campbell refers to as ‘pub(lic) masculinity’ 
(Campbell 2000: 563). Campbell suggests that the pub operates as a significant 
normalising influence over young men who become incorporated into the pub(lic) 
culture of masculinity and local blue-collar workforce through their participation in 
drinking rituals.  
The links between the pub and the workplace are thus highly significant 
(Campbell 2006: 97). In Pembleton, four of the work camps had licensed liquor 
venues (work canteens or wet mess). Additionally there was a privately operated 
regular bus service between the camps to popular drinking venues in town, the 
most notorious nick-named ‘brawlers’. This is, arguably, organised drunkenness 
sponsored in part by the companies and contractors that hire and house these 
men. In these remote rural locations, the pub is still very much a male domain. The 
exclusion of females from pub(lic) masculinity further discourages young women 
from staying in the community, marrying locally or securing a job and thus 
exercising civilising influences over the normative display of pub(lic) masculinity 
(Barclay, Hogg and Scott 2008). A group of women leaders in the community when 
asked, ‘Would you go out to a pub here?’ uniformly answered ‘no’. They 
elaborated: ‘No way in the world... because I’m usually the only woman in the pub.’ 
Another woman chipped in: ‘It’s too scary to go there.’  
Social disorder and violence are generally linked with alcohol consumption, but 
especially so in Australian rural communities (Bull 2007). In metropolitan areas 
violence and social disorder also occur in concentrated form in or around licensed 
premises such as sporting venues, football matches and night clubs where large 
groups of young men congregate, leading some criminologists to theorise it as a 
form of carnival (Tomsen 2007). However the risks associated with alcohol 
consumption and associated potential for male-on-male violence statistically 
increase with level of geographic remoteness (AIHW 2008a). A young male from 
Pembleton explained that among his network of peers ‘No-one drinks socially’. He 
continued:  
Everyone drinks to get drunk... the more drunk you are the more cool 
points you get... Like, no-one goes out and buys six packs; you buy a 
carton, and you try to polish it off. 
Comments from a youth worker in the town echoed a similar story.  
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The kids I work with, it’s actually very much about getting smashed. You 
know, the plan for the weekend is to get as smashed as possible.  
The pub is the main venue for alcohol related social disorder in rural locations 
(Bull 2007: 78). There was considerable anecdotal evidence that physical assaults 
were commonplace events in Pembleton pubs. The locality had 24 licensed liquor 
outlets (not including the four work camps licensed to sell alcohol noted above)vii. 
One wet mess adjacent to town had been repeatedly closed in attempts to curb 
brawling and social disorder and was closed the week we visited. A senior 
policeman responsible for the local command complained that when this happened 
the violence then shifted to the town’s pubs. He then elaborated: 
It’s a blokey sort of town. You’ve got a high percentage of FIFOs which 
tend to be mainly males and I gotta say I don’t believe that most assaults 
are reported to us... we keep records of every time we have to attend a 
licensed premises to quell a disturbance. 
And how often would you have to do that? 
Pretty regularly... every night. 
A common theme to emerge from the interviews with magistrates, police 
officers, victim support workers, youth workers, community service and health 
providers was that male-on-male violence was fuelled by excessive alcohol 
consumption. Here are some typical responses:  
The common denominator in most violent offences is alcohol... 
There’s a lot of alcohol fuelled violence up here... 
You’ve got people who take a bit of meth [methamphetamine] and have a 
bit of alcohol and they’re all fired up and they get into a predominantly 
male environment where everyone’s a bit macho and then you got fights...  
While it may appear commonsensical for high rates of male-on-male violence to 
be perceived as a problem caused by alcohol consumption, this constructs male-on-
male violence as a manifestation of an individual pathology. If alcohol was the only 
problem and the socio-cultural peculiarities of resource boom towns were 
irrelevant, the solution to quelling violence would be to reduce alcohol 
consumption. Yet participants’ personal accounts of male-on-male violence in pub 
settings appeared to be driven more by social hierarchies and divisions related to 
who belongs, rather than by amounts of alcohol consumed.  
Several apparent social divisions based on employment and accommodation 
status can be differentiated in the Armstrong region. These included: transients 
such as backpackers living in temporary lodgings, perhaps with casual town work in 
the hospitality and service industry; non-resident workers employed by contractors 
and accommodated in work camps; other non-local contracted workers with private 
town rental accommodation, sometimes improvised, often expensive; locals living 
in private homes working in various capacities in a range of industries; government 
and human service workers (most of whom are female with the exception of those 
in the justice system); and professionals employed directly by resource companies 
and living in heavily subsidised housing. The local social status hierarchy ranks 
non-resident workers low despite their substantial earning power. Their 
discontinuous existence in work camps was symbolic of their parallel subordinate 
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status in the local hierarchy of masculinities. Compared to local men, non-resident 
workers were perceived as invaders and not authentic bearers of frontier 
masculinity. They live an extreme existence adjusting to variable roster cycles 
overlaid by 12-hour shift cycles in extreme climatic conditions. They are 
compensated by high incomes which some spend excessively on alcohol, gambling 
and prostitutes. Their conspicuous consumption patterns (including their use of 
transient sex-workers operating out of stretch limousines, pole dancers and skimpy 
barmaids) were a source of resentment by less well-off locals and universally 
abhorred by interviewed community representatives. These patterns of 
consumption contrast significantly with those regarded as respectable among civic 
minded rural family men.  
Previously we (Carrington and Scott 2008) have argued that where male 
power is firmly entrenched there is little need to resort to physical force to uphold 
that dominance (Hautzinger 2003: 102). Trans-national business men would fit into 
this category. They do not ‘need to be openly violent because the means of 
violence are institutionalised in seemingly neutral, rational business practices 
(Hearn and Parkin 2002)’ (Acker 2004: 31). Where men’s place, status or territory 
is threatened, however, violence can become a way of re-enforcing boundaries, 
exercising power, asserting male honour and re-establishing social status with 
other groups of men (Hautzinger 2003). While some local men interviewed 
perceived themselves as more authentic than the interlopers, their masculine 
credentials were threatened by the great earning power of non-resident workers. 
For the latter, the authenticity of their masculine status was under constant 
challenge and both groups of men were subordinated to the power of global 
resource companies that provided their employment. Rivalry over women, territory, 
status and belonging emerged as a key theme in descriptions of pub brawls. Take, 
for example, this young male resident’s description of the ritual patterns of violence 
that occur down at the pub.  
We were involved in a pretty big altercation a little while ago... me and 
probably 15 or 20 of me mates. 
What happened? 
It started off, we were all just in the bar having a good time; the 
contractors started to get a bit rowdy... started to play fight with each 
other, roll around all over the place... 
I was in the middle of a game of pool and looked outside and a mate of 
mine and one of these contract boys was pushing and shoving... so I went 
outside to break it up, then all these contractor’s mates came outside 
saying: ’You want trouble, come on then’. Then it was all on... Then my 
mate and the bloke started fighting, then his mates jumped in and then we 
jumped in and then, yeah, it was a bloodbath basically. 
In these frontier settings, rivalry between men who consider themselves as the 
authentic bearers of frontier masculinity such as our local informant who had grown 
up in the community and male outsiders regarded as imposters can spontaneously 
erupt into violence of the kind described above. Rivalry over local women described 
as ‘the Pembleton Princesses’ was intense and featured prominently in this and 
other interviews as a trigger for aggression between the local lads and non-resident 
workers.  
11 
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When you go down the pub with girlfriends or girly friends the contractor 
boys start being a bit sleazy you know and... that’s when it gets out of 
hand and that’s when most of the trouble starts. They’re sitting there 
saying: ‘Show us your tits’ and stuff like that to the chicks and then you 
go: ‘Hey mate settle down’. And they’re drunk and they go: ‘Oh yeah? 
What are you going to do?’ And then it’s on. 
The spontaneity of male-on-male violence, interpreted as a marker of incivility, 
was especially evident in the local Magistrate’s description of common assault 
matters heard by the court. When asked what defenses those charged with assault 
relating to pub brawls presented in mitigation before him, the Magistrate 
responded:  
It’s usually something like ‘I was drunk and he was looking at my 
girlfriend’... ‘I didn’t like the way he looked at me’; or ‘He knocked my beer 
over’; or ‘He pushed my friend on the dance floor’ ... really any excuse will 
do. Most of them are out brewing for a fight. Most of them would be under 
age 25. 
Interestingly, all these defenses represent a microcosm of the wider socio-
spatial politics – spilling a beer, eyeing off another bloke’s girl or intruding on the 
dance floor is symbolic of the wider spatial invasion by non-resident workers. In 
socio-cultural settings, where deep social divisions and rivalries between groups of 
men exist, as they did in Pembleton, spontaneous confrontational male-on-male 
violence is a predicable response to a perceived threat to honour, territory or 
status. The violence unleashed in retaliation often appears disproportionate to the 
triviality of the conflict. At first this may seem puzzling; the reason, however, is not 
necessarily trivial in the meaning systems held by the participants involved in the 
altercation (Archer 1994: 207). Research on male homicidal violence reveals that 
much of it is spontaneous, unplanned and committed to defend male ‘honour’ (Polk 
1994) in much the same way as described by our informant above. 
 
Subterranean Convergences: Work Hard, Play Hard 
Insights from psychoanalysis, sociology, feminist theory and discourse analysis 
have been combined by Gadd and Jefferson to explain why some men commit 
violent crimes but most do not (Gadd and Jefferson 2007: 53). Their theoretical 
approach rejects totalising assumptions which equate violence with masculinity and 
takes into account both the inner worlds of anxiety and vulnerability alongside 
outer worlds of power and discourse (Gadd and Jefferson 2007: 83). While the 
pressures of masculinity, power and excitement are present in the commission of 
violent crimes such as serial killing, these elements are, according to Gadd and 
Jefferson, also present in lawful behaviours like football (Gadd and Jefferson 2007: 
87). This critical insight steered us in the direction of looking for subterranean 
convergences between the specific manifestation of male-on-male violence in 
frontier communities and the processes of globalisation leading to rapid socio-
demographic redefinition. Exploration of these subterranean convergences follows.  
While many of our informants described the conduct of non-resident male 
workers as oppositional to conventional culture, much of the delinquent behaviour 
attributed to them appeared to overlap with the general culture of the Armstrong 
region and the demands of the resource extraction industry. In other words, this is 
a culture that valorises hard physical labour, big machines and conspicuous 
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consumption and normalises excessive alcohol consumption and displays of 
aggression as markers of masculinity. Male-on-male violence was so normalised 
that the Magistrate likened violence to a form of ‘sport in this town’. Another male 
informant employed in the education sector described the region as a: 
Very, very masculine place. The region’s all about masculinity, right? It’s all 
about hard working men, right? It’s all about men generally with trade 
qualifications and lower level VET [Vocational Educational Training] 
qualifications. You’ve got your professionals but there’s not a lot of those 
and generally they’re FIFOs...... Hard working, hard drinking; alcohol and 
drug problems … from what I’ve read and from what I’ve seen are very 
prevalent up here...  
Money and financial success are highly esteemed values in market economies. 
There is nothing deviant about working hard to build financial capital. Resource 
boom towns are attractive to young men precisely because, regardless of their skill 
level, they can secure a well paid job in mines, on construction sites, in 
transportation, or on offshore rigs. Cooks, cleaners, clerical assistants and ancillary 
staff who work in the camps and the service and hospitality industry also earn 
considerably more than in metropolitan areas. A former miner we interviewed 
described it this way: 
The way the financial system is, if they come up here for a couple of years 
and do that, they could virtually have a house paid for, just about. 
Working hard for a living is entirely consistent with the work ethic and the 
values of market economies; there’s nothing deviant in this. But workers, and 
young men from working class backgrounds with manual trade skills in particular, 
providing often basic labour for haulage, transport and shipping, for maintenance of 
plant and equipment, and for infrastructure provision do earn considerable sums of 
money. This deviates dramatically from conventional social structures. For many, 
non-resident male workers, employment conditions appear traded away under 
individual workplace contracts. They have huge earning power but are constrained 
to live and work under extreme conditions. Contracts stipulate 12-hour shifts. With 
travel time added, these workers are away for long periods of each day. When on 
scheduled time off, non-resident workers return to their homes, largely in the 
nation’s capital cities. For those employed in the resources industry, , concentrated 
time off allows time for some to ‘run amuck’, ‘get on the booze’, brawl and party 
hard. As one former shift worker and industry employee observed:  
It just becomes a way of life. You know, if they’re working hard – especially 
the ones that are doing 13 day fortnights... they’ll party hard on their days 
off.  
Courting danger, taking risks, drinking and brawling are attempts to 
‘manufacture excitement’ (Matza and Sykes 1961: 713). Adventure sports and the 
thrills provided by leisure industries such as motor cycle racing, theme parks, deep 
sea fishing, four wheel driving, hang-gliding and bungee jumping are attempts to 
manufacture excitement (Gadd and Jefferson 2007). None of these are regarded as 
deviant. As Matza and Sykes pointed out almost forty years ago: ‘The search for 
adventure, excitement, and thrills, then is a subterranean value that now often 
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exists side by side with the values of security, routinization, and the rest’ ( Matza 
and Sykes 1961: 716).  
Hard work, denial of bodily comforts, and male physical prowess are highly 
esteemed in occupations associated with rurality including mining, logging, 
pastoralism and agriculture (Saugeres 2002). In Pembleton, the non-resident 
workforce and the local community jointly embrace these values. The culture of 
working long shifts within extended rosters exaggerates the values of acquiring 
success through hard labour. Yet almost uniformly the local participants in our 
study blamed the male non-resident workforce for initiating or being responsible for 
the high rates of violence in the community, deflecting attention from their own 
conduct.  
Last few months it’s been getting a bit out of hand mainly with the FIFO 
fellas... they don’t care; they come in town and trash the place, they run 
amuck, they act the fools, they don’t care… Most of the fights are started 
by them, they come in lookin’ for trouble, hey yeah.  
Locals we interviewed felt invaded and threatened by the thousands of men 
living in camps in close proximity to their town. According to a local crime and 
safety audit conducted several years previously, 41% of 532 residents interviewed 
felt unsafe going to hotels and night clubs (Armstrong Community Safety and 
Crime Prevention Steering Committee 2006: 27). Understandably the violence and 
social disorder associated with drunken men from the work camps creates a climate 
of fear and anxiety about safety. A common strategy of denial (Cohen 2001), 
however, is to construct ‘outsiders’ as responsible for local crime problems, 
deflecting attention from the social dynamics of the wider culture of violence 
(Young 1996). As one of our interviewees, a youth worker who had also worked in 
the mines as a truck driver remarked:  
There are some FIFO workers that, you know, perhaps really sort of play 
up once they get here, away from the normal responsibilities of family and 
sort of city life, and so indulge a little bit… so there are a few of them that 
give everybody else a bad name. They’re always being accused of littering 
and causing problems and anti-social behaviour. So I think definitely it’s a 
good scapegoat. 
FIFO – fly in/fly out – is also an acronym for the ‘fit in or fuck off’ slogan printed 
on souvenir T-Shirts sold in the region. One problem may be that non-resident 
workers fit in too well with a pre-existing blokey culture of boozing and brawling in 
communities at the forefront of resource extraction. The idea of aggression and 
violence as evidence of masculinity is a widely accepted social norm in parts of 
rural and regional Australia. Men in rural locations tend to take more risks and be 
drawn into violence more readily as a strategy for dealing with and negotiating 
everyday encounters with other men (Carrington and Scott 2008). Hence, the 
subterranean values of enjoying a drink, earning money, working and playing hard, 
and establishing masculine credentials through aggression, bind the deviant culture 
to respectable culture. As such there exists ‘an obscured similarity’ (Matza 1964: 
62) between work camp culture and frontier culture and not surprisingly the 
ritualised, competitive and territorial nature of pub(lic) male-on-male violence is akin 
to sport in these frontier social settings. It is our contention that the peculiar socio-
cultural dynamics of resource boom communities accentuate these already 
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exaggerated characteristics of rural masculinities. We now turn to statistical data 
which supports this argument. 
 
Violence, Alcohol and Risk: Key Statistical National Patterns 
Elevated levels of anti-social and criminal behavior have been identified as a 
problem in other rural communities affected by the resources boom (Petkova et al. 
2009). Statistics for criminal violence, self-harm and serious injuries were not 
available for the Pembleton township. Rather, the contention about violent 
prevalence is based on accessible aggregate data for the Armstrong Shire. As 
previously mentioned, Armstrong’s violent crime rate was about two and half times 
the state average. Offences against the person in the Shire have risen from 10 per 
1000 in 1996 to 25 per 1000 in 2004 (Armstrong Community Safety and Crime 
Prevention Steering Committee 2006: 19). In comparison to metropolitan Australia, 
males living in regional and remote areas have higher rates of some violent crimes, 
suicide, transport fatalities and accidents causing serious and chronic injuries. 
Associated with these types of violent acts and incidents are high levels of risk 
taking and mental health problems. These behaviour patterns are increasingly 
prevalent for males living outside major cities. 
In view of the importance of substantiating claims of disparity, key national 
statistics for males living in regional and remote Australia in comparison with their 
major city counterparts have been summarised (Figure 1). The magnitude of the 
inequity in regional and remote areas is illustrated by presentation of standardised 
prevalence ratios (SPRs) which have been calculated with the rate of 1.0 assigned 
to major cities. A ratio of 0.5 for regional or remote areas would indicate half the 
occurrence rate of major cities and a ratio of 2.0 would indicate double that in 
major cities.  
Results depicted in Figure 1 show that rates of male fatalities caused by violent 
acts or incidences and injuries where the underlying cause was externally inflicted 
harm increased according to the remoteness of usual place of residence. In other 
words, males living outside major cities are more likely to die violently or suffer 
serious injuries as a result of violent causes than their urban counterparts. Their 
mortality and morbidity rates for interpersonal violence, suicide, motor vehicle 
accidents and workplace injuries are consistently higher in inner and outer regional, 
remote and very remote parts of Australia.  
A similar pattern presents for consumption of alcohol at risk levels. With respect 
to short-term risk, 32% of people living in all remote areas consumed alcohol at 
risky or high-risk levels compared with 20% of those living in major cities (AIHW 
2008a). Consequently people living in all remote areas were more likely, by 1.62 
times, to consume alcohol at risky or high-risk levels in the short term and 1.56 
times to be at risk or high risk in the long-term than those living in the cities. Males 
in outer regional and remote areas were also more likely, by 1.17 and 1.25 times, 
respectively, to engage in personally risky behaviour while intoxicated compared to 
Major Cities males (AIHW 2008b). Alcohol consumption is the strongest predictor of 
a traumatic injury status (Begg et al. 2007) and victimisation (Williams 1999). 
About one-third of rural youth aged 14-19 years and two-thirds of rural youth aged 
20-24 years were victims of alcohol-related verbal or physical abuse, or feared 
alcohol-affected persons (Williams 1999:1). 
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Figure 1: Summary of Standardised Prevalence Ratios for serious injuries and death as a 
result of violent acts or incidents, by Remoteness Area, Australia (Major Cities = 1) 
 
Sources: 
1. Average annual male suicide deaths, 2002
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and Remote areas indicate comparable MVTA fatality rates for Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
males in these areas.  
4. Average annual male injury ‘deaths from all causes, 2002-04; after AIHW 2008b; AIHW 2007, 
PHE 95. Similar SPRs for ‘All males’ and ‘Non-Indigenous males’ in Inner Regional, Outer Regional 
and Remote areas indicate comparable injury fatality rates for Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
males in these areas.  
5. SPRs for selected hospital separation statistics for males with injury as principal diagnosis, 
2005-06; after AIHW 2008c. 
6. SPRs (data not available for Very Remote areas) for Supported Accommodation Assistance 
Program (SAAP) periods resulting primarily from domestic violence, 1997-98; after Women’s 
Services Network 2000 using AIHW unpublished data. SPRs for SAAP periods are reported for 
females due to the fact that 93% of support during the period was provided to women who 
reported experience of domestic violence as the primary cause for needing support (Women’s 
Services Network 2000). Males are acknowledged as the main perpetrators of domestic violence.  
7. SPRs (data for Remote and Very Remote combined), persons aged 12 and over, 2004; after 
AIHW 2008b. The AIHW defines personally risky behaviour as working, swimming, boating, 
driving or operating hazardous machinery while intoxicated with alcohol or an illicit drug. Socially 
risky behaviour is defined as creating a public disturbance, damaging property, stealing or 
verbally or physically abusing someone while intoxicated with alcohol or an illicit drug. 
8. SPRs (data for Remote and Very Remote areas combined) for all persons aged 14 years or 
more by short- and long-term alcohol risk status, 2007; after AIHW 2008a 
9. SPRs for burden of injury and disease (Disability-Adjusted Life Year–DALY– rates) for all 
persons, 2003; after Begg et al. 2007. DALYs are a measure of years of life lost due to premature 
mortality combined with years lost due to disability. Results are presented for All Regional (Inner 
and Outer Regional) and All Remote (Remote and Very Remote) areas. 
 
National statistics on assault and sexual assault offences generally have not 
distinguished between urban and rural areas and have, until relatively recently, 
been overlooked (Carrington 2007). Accessible data do suggest, however, that 
assault, domestic violence and sexual assault are major problems in identifiable 
‘hot spots’ in regional and remote areas of Australia (Carrington and Scott 2008; 
Hogg and Carrington 2006; Lievore 2003; Women’s Services Network 2000).  
While statistically men in rural Australia on average consume more alcohol, take 
more risks, and experience more violence than those in major cities as both victims 
and perpetrators, interpretations of these data nevertheless need to take into 
consideration how the social organisation of everyday life may influence the nature 
and prevalence of violence. It is not sufficient to solely theorise these higher rates 
of violence as simply attributable to an inherent trait shared among men who 
reside or work outside cities in rural areas as this would succumb to a form of 
theoretical essentialism. Men who come from major cities to work in remote 
locations participate in frontier cultures of masculinity and violence as the case 
study of Pembleton aptly illustrates. This ‘picture of drift’ is entirely consistent with 
the proposition that men’s emotions, actions and conduct are not only biologically 
driven but are also powerfully shaped by social context (Connell 2000).  
 
Frontier Masculinities, Globalising Capital and Violence 
In this article we have argued that the alcohol-fuelled violence and social disorder 
in Pembleton, a remote mining community, is linked to the mundane working and 
living conditions in a frontier setting that overlaps with a wider culture of risky 
behaviour, violence and alcohol consumption. These are subterranean 
convergences. Non-resident workers drift in and out of these contexts as they 
move between home and the frontier where they are thrust into a state of carnival 
suspended from the normative restraints of family life and the routine informal 
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social controls of everyday life. Away from the civilising influences of ‘home’, they 
are matter out of place and are all too easily socially constructed as the folk devils 
responsible for excessive violence and social disorder in remote resource 
communities. Where legal or moral normative restraints on violence are weak, the 
defense of manly reputation through the use of violence – or the threat of it – is 
more likely (Archer 1994: 207). Hence the key to understanding male-on-male 
violence and social disorder in geographically isolated communities significantly 
affected by resource extraction, is not necessarily the deviance of non-resident 
workers, but on the contrary, their integration with and ready adaptation into wider 
subcultural values which normalise violence as a marker of standing among men on 
the frontier (adapted from Wolfgang and Ferracuti 1967: 154-59). 
While the connections between frontier masculinities, globalising capital and 
violence remains little researched, there are two comparative Australian studies of 
relevance to our research findings. The first is a study by Petkova and her 
colleagues (2009) of the social impact of the mining boom on six towns in the 
Bowen Basin, a region in central Queensland. From 2003 onwards, this region has 
experienced rapid economic growth and development due to a boom in mining 
activity. The region has 30 active mines and another 30 under consideration for 
development (www.bowenbasin.cqu.edu.au, accessed 10 January 2010). The study 
found that while economic benefits for companies were substantial, ‘the multiplier 
effects in remote towns were much smaller than anticipated as most mine-related 
jobs were created off site in major urban centres and regions’ (Petkova et al. 2009: 
213). Like the boom in Pembleton, the boom in the Bowen Basin was primarily 
serviced by a non-resident workforce living in temporary accommodation and work 
camps. The study also reported similar socio-demographic impacts associated with 
commute mining operations, such as an increase in single men, substance abuse, 
motor vehicle accidents, crime rates and a decline in community organisations 
(Petkova et al. 2009: 217-23). While the Petkova et al. study was not 
criminological in focus, it noted that the crime rates for offences against the person 
had risen substantially in several localities affected by mining development 
(Petkova et al. 2009: 222).  
The second study of relevance is Tomsen’s research on masculine conflict in 
recreational drinking venues which compared a metropolitan sample of men from 
Newcastle, a large coastal city close to Sydney, with a rural sample of men from 
Maitland, a mining region in the Hunter. Tomsen found that the metropolitan 
sample of men constructed a form of reasoned masculine identity which opted to 
withdraw from conflict (Tomsen 2005). For this generation of men, their idealised 
version of masculinity had redefined recreational drinking violence as undesirable 
rather than manly (Tomsen 2005: 294). However this reasoning was less apparent 
among young men from Maitland, an historical coal mining region in the Hunter. 
The young men from this rural hinterland ‘engaged in more regular aggressive 
heavy drinking and risk taking, in keeping with a form of masculine protest 
characteristic of young men with marginal status, restricted work prospects and 
minor criminal histories’ (Tomsen 2005: 293).  
These findings support the theory that where dialogic expressions of masculinity 
are permissible, as they are more often in metropolitan drinking venues, there will 
be less male-on-male violence (Carrington and Scott 2008). However in other 
sociological contexts where monologic expressions of masculinity are valorised, as 
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they tend to be in mining communities like Maitland, the Bowen Basin and 
Pembleton, and in occupations such as mining, construction, logging and 
pastoralism (Saurgeres 2002), the response to threat is more likely to result in a 
ready recourse to violence. The socio-cultural dynamics of rural life equips men in 
these socio-spatial contexts with fewer performative pub(lic) strategies to cope 
with conflict (Carrington and Scott 2008). Hence there are fewer options for the 
performance of dialogic expressions of masculinity necessary to avoid conflict or 
withdraw from confrontation. Consequently we remain skeptical that the reasoned 
masculine response to conflict through withdrawal would find normative acceptance 
in rural pub(lic) settings which valorise expressions of frontier masculinity and 
normalise the resort to violence as a means of establishing hierarchy, status, 
territory and honour. To respond to threat through withdrawal may even risk being 
perceived by other men as cowardly and enhance the likelihood of harm.  
The irony is that to negotiate ‘a safe path through the potential dangers of 
hyper-mascuilnitist neighbourhood life’ (Gunter 2008:355), young men are 
compelled into aggressive posturing whether they want to or not. The young man 
from Pembleton, whose first-hand account of a pub brawl we recounted earlier, was 
caught up in this dynamic. Revealing that he had been treated for an anxiety 
disorder directly related to his experiences of male-on-male violence, this young 
man said he did not want to fight other men, but felt compelled to do so to support 
his mates and defend his reputation. Likewise, male non-resident workers may well 
feel compelled to react aggressively whether or not they are committed to the 
valorisation of violence as a means of establishing status and settling disputes in 
these frontier sociological contexts. This ‘picture of drift’ (Matza 1964: 50) was 
particularly evident in the local Magistrate’s reflections about a FIFO young 
tradesman ‘from a good home and family’, who he sentenced to jail for violent 
related offences. Puzzled by this, the magistrate elaborated: 
He had no convictions before coming up here (Pembleton) and within two 
to three months of coming here he’s suddenly in jail because the shackles 
are off. He doesn’t live here, it’s not relevant, it doesn’t matter what he 
does, here doesn’t count. When he ended up in jail, maybe he thought: 
yeah, it does count.  
While individual instances of violence are frequently represented in court 
hearings as the manifestations of individual pathology, as they were in this 
instance, they are shaped by a wider conventional frontier culture inscribed into the 
organisation of social life, such as the organised drunkenness, the gulag style 
accommodation units and the pronounced gender imbalance. Most importantly, 
male-on-male violence in such settings cannot be disconnected from the 
subterranean convergences between the aggressive masculinities associated with 
global capitalism and the work camp culture in which they are placed. The 
masculinities associated with global capitalism are commonly aggressive, 
adversarial ruthless and competitive (Acker 2004: 29). Those who drive the 
globalising processes of opening up new markets and creating new mines and 
growth avenues tend to be men with a quest for empire building. Globalising 
masculinities construct themselves along the lines of being more virile, powerful 
and domineering than the men they employ or rely upon as labour (Connell 2000).  
Borrowing from Durkheim who theorised that crime has certain positive uses 
(Durkheim 1895 (1938): 70), it just may be that male-on-male violence, rather 
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than simply being an expression of individual pathology, has a functional dimension 
in the social organisation of life on the globalising frontier. During shift time, local 
men and those regarded as imposters or aliens, amicably work long shifts and 
stressful rosters alongside each other, admittedly under threat of dismissal for 
inappropriate behavior. Male-on-male violence that occurs outside the workplace, 
and mainly at the pub, sorts out hierarchical ranking, conflicts and disputes 
between frontier masculinities. By the time these rival groups of men return to the 
workplace equilibrium is restored and resource extraction continues. Hence the 
organised drunkenness sponsored by the camps and tolerance of male-on-male 
pub violence outside rostered time, is cultivated to some extent by the frontier 
occupational culture at the forefront of globalised resource extraction.  
Importantly, the conditions of materiality that facilitate a socio-cultural context 
for violence in resource-rich remote locations around the globe are often decided in 
the board rooms of multinationals companies who sponsor work camps and create 
the demand for subcontracting companies. A uniform complaint of interviewed civic 
leaders was that resource companies took minimal responsibility for the impacts of 
their decisions on communities. We were unable to garner responses from resource 
companies as they declined to participate. As we write, new work camps are being 
constructed in the Armstrong region to meet the escalating labour needs of recently 
government-approved projects and a great many new mining developments are 
under consideration in other parts of the continent. The governance of commute 
mining in remote localities is a fraught and complex issue (see Cheshire 2009 on 
this point). However the manifold social problems related to male-on-male violence 
associated with this form of commute workforce, if not addressed, will predictably 
escalate. 
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Endnotes 
                                                           
i
 We have used pseudonyms for this study area to safeguard the anonymity of participants and their communities. 
Also to protect identity, we have provided composite ABS data for the area represented by Pembleton.  
ii
 This is also a pseudonym. 
iii
 The methodology involved interviewing 140 community civic leaders and consenting elected representatives, 
local magistrate and police officers, teachers, youth workers, resource project workers, their partners, health 
workers, philanthropic bodies, victim support services, and community legal services. Interviews were triangulated 
with ABS data, crime data and locally produced community profiles and surveys which cannot be referenced as 
they could compromise community identity.  
iv
 Resource companies declined to be interviewed for this research; examples used here are verifiable but are not 
meant to be representative of all resource boom towns and regions 
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v
 Shutdowns periodically occur for the purpose of carrying out scheduled maintenance, repairs and upgrades or in 
response to unexpected factors or emergencies. Shutdowns are often performed by specialist contractor 
companies engaged by resource companies and are largely dependent on non-resident workforces. 
vi
 Because composite ABS data are presented for Pembleton, median income could not be stated with confidence. 
Instead, income differentials have been calculated for the proportion of the labour force identified in high income 
brackets. 
vii
 This information comes from the Armstrong Shire Alcohol Overview Audit Report conducted March 2009. 
